REVOLUTIONARY  CLASS
the strike against war appears to be restricted to a
refusal of combatant military service, and a refusal
to manufacture destructive munitions of war.
Such a strike would be effective as a means of
stopping war. It would be a combination of a strike
of the citizen against a moral abuse of the service he
owes society, and a strike of the worker against a
moral abuse of his productive powers. But it would
have no revolutionary intention and significance
beyond the stopping of war: in respect of radical social
change its significance would be neutral rather than
positive. Its aim would be not to carry society a stage
further on its evolution towards social justice, but to
preserve from self-destruction a society capable of
such an evolution.
On a different level, on a level more nearly corre-
sponding to the instinctive action of the proletariat in
pre-democratic society, is the instinctive reluctance
of the mass-man in any form of society to take part in
modern warfare. This found expression, in the recent
crisis of September 1938, in the behaviour of the
British Prime Minister: who, as the responsible head
of a democratic government, showed himself sensitive,
as Herr Hitler was not, to the profound horror of
modern warfare which has gradually taken hold of
the common man. One may timidly cherish the hope
that, owing to the precedent created by Mr. Chamber-
lain, it has been made distinctly more difficult for
the nations to be plunged into international war,
without preliminary direct negotiation under cir-
cumstances such that the pressure for peace will be